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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


DEPARTMENT OF Race RELATIONS, FrpERAL CoUNCIL 
or Cuurcues, ANNUAL MEETING 


INegee Morier IN): Wes ee Sk Pea! October 10, 1944 


Unirep BRETHREN IN CHRIST, BOARD OF MANAGERS, 
Women’s Misstonary ASSOCIATION 


Dasani gis oo oe bas an eee October 12-16, 1944 


AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THE WorLD CouNcIL 
Neve Vorks IN ItY:./;08 ee ee October 17, 1944 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE DISCIPLES 
OF CHRIST 


Columbus, Ohiow... ne October 17-22, 1944 


Younc Men’s CuristiAn ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL 
CouNcIL 


ButialosN@ V7.2. ea ee: October 20, 21, 1944 


UnitTEep Councit oF CHURCH WOMEN, BIENNIAL 
ASSEMBLY 


Columbus;:Olio. 222 November 14-16, 1944 


NATIONAL CONVOCATION ON THE CHURCH IN 
Town AND CouNTRY 


Blein Vilinots.2ge.e £22 eee November 14-16, 1944 
UnitED STEWARDSHIP CouNcIL, ANNUAL 
MEETING 
Pittsburchy Pay eee ee November 25-27, 1944 
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, BIENNIAL 
MEETING 
Pittsburch, Pa. 224 neonate November 28-30, 1944 


Forricn Missions CONFERENCE OF NorTH 
America, ANNUAL MEETING 


Toronto; Ganada 22 January 5-8, 1945 


Home Missions Councit or NortH AMERICA, 
ANNUAL MEETING 


AtlanticuGity, oN.) Jes ee January 8-12, 1945 


Stupy CONFERENCE, COMMISSION ON A JUST 
AND DURABLE PEACE 


Cleveland; @hio #2 2,4hke eee January 16-19, 1945 


INTERNATIONAL CouNcIL oF RELIGIous EDUCATION 


Columbuss Onions c0) aera eens February 5, 1945 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Dy Corie OHIO mee cececn yon oo ieee eee eee May 23, 1945 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE U.S. 
Montreat, North Carolina........:............. May 24, 1945 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Combining Liberty and Unity 


We have all heard people ask impatiently, 
“Why are there so many different denomina- 
tions? Why not a single Church?” It is a very im- 
portant question. And at times it can become a 
painful question. Anyone who has seen four 
or five struggling congregations competing for 
support in a little village barely large enough to 
support one strong church knows that Prot- 
estantism would count for much more if it were 
more united. 


But there is another side to the question which 
we must not overlook. The reason we have so 
many denominations is because we so deeply 
cherish the spirit of freedom. If unity is a 
spiritual asset, so also is liberty. 


The major denominations have come into be- 
ing because they had some new truth or insight 
to which they felt, with intense conviction, they 
must bear witness. Our life is vastly richer be- 
cause of the diversity which the Protestant em- 
phasis on freedom has made possible. Think for 
a moment of the different groups that helped 
to lay the foundations of our nation. There were 
the Puritans in New England—forebears of the 
Congregationalists, whose major reason for com- 
ing to this country was their passion to worship 
God according to their own conscience. There 
were the Baptists of Rhode Island—who were 
the most thorough-going defenders of religious 
liberty and who gave to the nation its pattern 


of a free Church in a free state. There were the 
Anglicans in Virginia—Episcopalians as we now 
call them, with their strong sense of dignity and 
reverence in worship. There were the Lutherans 
in Delaware, with their firm adherence to the 
revealed Word of God. There were the Catholics 
in neighboring Maryland, heirs of a long tradi- 
tion thronged with saints and martyrs. There 
were the Presbyterians and the Reformed in 
New Jersey and New York, whose genius for 
constitutional government contributed greatly 
to the development of representative govern- 
ment in the nation. There were the Quakers, 
espousing the utmost simplicity of life and deter- 
mined to live at peace with all other peoples. A 
little later, as new territory was opened up in 
the West, there were the Methodists, whose mis- 
sionary zeal planted the Church and the Chris- 
tian school on the ever-expanding frontier. And 
this is only a partial list. 


What a glorious heritage this is! Not one of 
these denominational groups could be spared 
from the American epic without the country’s 
being poorer as a result. 


But we must frankly admit that Protestants 
have been much more effective in insuring lib- 
erty and diversity than in maintaining unity. For 
400 years following the Reformation the process 
of splitting into more and more denominations 
went on. It is only in our own generation that 
we have realized that we do not have to choose 
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either liberty or unity but that it is possible to 
have both. 

For Protestants, of course, it cannot be a 
unity imposed by external authority. Nor can 
it be a unity that reduces all to a rigid uni- 
formity of practice. Such unity would be con- 
trary to the inner genius of Protestantism. But 
there is another kind of unity, the unity achieved 
by voluntary cooperation, which is entirely con- 
sonant with liberty—and this type of unity is 
really being practiced today. It rests upon the 
one basic principle that the things in which the 
churches are united, by reason of their having 
one Lord and Savior in Jesus Christ, are far 
more important than the things in which they 
are divided. 

Today we have arrived at a new stage in the 
progress of codperative unity. For it is no 
longer limited to the churches within our own 
nation. It has become world-wide. For the first 
time in history Christian bodies of different na- 
tions and of different races are coming together 
in a federated structure in the World Council of 
Churches. The development of the World Coun- 
cil has gone steadily forward in spite of all the 
obstacles due to the World War. No fewer than 
82 different denominations have decided to be- 
come members. They represent all the great fam- 
ilies of the Reformation—Lutheran, Reformed, 
Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, Congregational, 
Disciples, Quaker and many others,—and also 
churches of the ancient Eastern Orthodox faith. 
There really has never been anything like this 
before! At the same time when governments 
have been torn asunder by war to an extent 
never previously known, the churches have been 
drawing together in world-wide fellowship and 
cooperation. As the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the head of the World Council of Churches, says, 
“This is the great new fact of our time.” 

Already this World Council of Churches is 
actively at work, with its headquarters in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Here is a staff including a 
Dutch Christian, a German Christian, a French 
Christian, a Swiss Christian, a Swedish Chris- 
tian and an Esthonian Christian—all working 
together. And they are in regular contact with 
colleagues in England and the United States as 
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well as on the Continent. Here is visible evi- 
dence that the churches are really becoming 
“one body of Christ throughout the world.” 


Does America Regard the 
Church as Essential? 

How important a factor in American life is 
the Church assumed to be? That is an exceeding- 
ly important question for the Church and for our 
nation; but no very definite or conclusive an- 
swer can be given. 

Much evidence could be amassed from ob- 


- servation of our habits as a people to support the 


contention that we are predominantly pagan and 
that the Church is a waning and negligible influ- 
ence. Contradictory evidence could be brought 


to support the contention that we are predomi- 


nantly a religious people and that the Church 
has great influence. 
The government’s estimate of the Church is 
another index, for it presumably reflects the pre- 
vailing judgments of the people. But here again 
the evidence is conflicting. The War Manpower 
Commission has ruled that local churches are 
included in the List of Essential Activities but 
that national and international church organi- 


’ gations such as national councils and missions 


boards are not included in the list. On the one 
hand, Congress recently disregarded the wishes 
of the churches with regard to income tax pro- 
cedures involving church contributions. On the 
other hand, it has supported a more adequate 
chaplaincy service to the men in the armed 
forces than ever before. 

Sometimes these contradictions are baffling. 
Recently, just after the War Manpower Com- 
mission had reiterated its ruling that national 
church organizations were not essential, an- 
other agency of government, the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, came 
to the same organizations appealing for help. It 
needed fifteen million pounds of clothing 
promptly to use in liberated territories in Europe 
early this winter. The clothing could not be 


| 


bought and could not be manufactured immedi- © 
ately. There was not enough time to set up an 


organization across the country to collect it. 
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UNRRA turned to the churches because, it 
said, only the churches could do the job. But the 
churches could do it because they had the inter- 
est and:also the organization reaching into every 
community. At this writing it remains to be 
seen whether the churches have produced the re- 
sults for which UNRRA hoped. It was not a 
fair test, because the request was not made until 


August, and the President’s War Relief Con-. 


trol Board insisted that the collection campaign 
should be conducted before the first of October, 
when the National War Fund campaign would 
begin. But the important point is that UNRRA 
turned to the churches as the only adequate 
agency to do this big and important job in a 
hurry. 

Obviously UNRRA had to come to the na- 
tional agencies of the churches. And yet, the 
War Manpower Commission has ruled that these 
agencies are not included in the List of Essen- 
tial Activities. In consequence of that ruling, 
some of these agencies have been seriously 
' handicapped in their operations by their in- 
ability to get or to hold some of their irreplace- 
able lay employees. 

The churches are therefore caught, as they 
are often caught, in a difficult situation. They 
are expected to produce results and at the same 
time are not given the resources of organization 
necessary to do the work. This situation will 
continue as long as there is no clear prevailing 
judgment in the American community as to 
whether the Church is really essential or not. 

_ How is the difficulty to be met? Probably the 
most obvious and basic answer is that the 
Church must become so effective that there can 
be no doubt as to whether it is indispensable. 
But there is an additional answer: the Church 
must be more insistent in the affirmation of its 
prerogatives and its importance,—not to en- 
hance its institutional prestige as an end in it- 
self but because it has a cause to serve which is 
more important than any other cause. And if 
the Church does not give evidence of confident 
conviction about the importance of its task, how 
can the community be expected to.concede its 

_importance? 
It is neither arrogant nor presumptuous for 
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the Church to assert its claim to being the most 
important factor in American life. To assert 
less is to underestimate the cause of Christ. 
Therefore let it take a positive position before 
government and before the public generally. 
Then, especially if its works are convincing, it 
may be more generally conceded a place on 
America’s lists of ‘essential activities.” 


A Magazine for the Chaplains 


The new magazine, The Chaplain, which 
makes its bow this month, is another gratifying 
illustration of the way in which the churches are 
supporting their representatives working among 
the men in the armed forces. The magazine is 
published exclusively for the 7,500 Protestant 
chaplains, is devoted entirely to their interests 
and is sent free to all of them, both at home and 
abroad. It is attractive in format, with 48 
pages, cover in color, of pocket size. In content 
it is stimulating and vital. 

Three purposes are announced for the maga- 
zine: (1) to strengthen the sense of solidarity 
among the Protestant chaplains of all denomina- 
tions; (2) to serve as a medium for the exchange 
of ideas and methods of service among the chap- 
lains; and (3) to provide information on what is 
being thought and planned in the churches with 
reference to postwar problems. The General 
Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains and 
the Service Men’s Christian League jointly 
carry the responsibility for the venture. 

For nearly two years there has been a popular 
monthly magazine for the men and women in 
uniform called The Link, published by the Serv- 
ice Men’s Christian League. This has met with 
a warmth of response which it would be difficult 
to exaggerate. Again and again, soldiers and 
sailors say that it is really doing just what it 
aims at,—providing a “link” between Christian 
youth in the armed forces and their home 


churches. 


These two magazines,—one for the enlisted 
personnel, the other for the chaplains,—both 
published on an interdenominational basis, are 
evidence of Christian unity at work. 
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Christianity and Democracy 


A statement by President Harold W. Dodds of Princeton 
University in the radio program “The Church in Ac- 
tion” on September 10, 1944. 

A democracy, such as the United States, rarely pauses 
to consider how deeply its democratic ideal is rooted in 
the Christian religion. If you favor a free society, rather 
than one of tyranny, you do so by an act of faith. The 
basic principles of the social sciences were not derived 
from the study of anthropology, sociology, psychology or 
economics. On the contrary, they are matters of faith 
which antedate the methods of these scholarly subjects; 
and they set the frame of reference for both science and 
citizenship. And they stem from the roots of the Chris- 
tian faith. 

The democratic ideal is the Christian ideal because it 
alone accepts Christ’s emphasis on the infinite value of 
the individual. His message envisioned freedom in re- 
ligious terms long before democracy took a political form, 
or science and technology appeared to help set men free. 

Christians are responsible for what their governments 
do, as well as for what they themselves do, as individuals. 
One of the most annoying questions that a Christian can 
face is why is it that he fails so often to extend his moral 
code to his nation. Why does he permit, nay, often 
compel, his government to act towards other governments 
in a way that would outrage his conscience if the action 
were between individuals? 


The Income Tax 


O provide ministers and laymen with information 
ola concerning church contributions and the new in- 

come tax law and procedures, the Federal Council 
has prepared a concise “Primer on the Churches and the 
Individual Income Tax.” Many loyal supporters of the 
churches are not aware of the allowable deductions. Those 
with incomes of less than $5,000 who give generously will 
need to file a more complete return than the simple 
“short form” in order to claim the deduction. The 
Primer may be ordered from the Council at five cents per 
copy or $1.75 per hundred; $4.00 for 250. 

The Federal Council’s Executive Committee on Sep- 
tember 12 adopted the following resolution; : 

“The Executive Committee, as indicated in its resolu- 
tion of March 21, 1944, shared the then current desire 
for simplification of the procedures of making individual 
income tax returns. We are gravely disturbed over the 


There are natural reasons why man so often appears 
at his worst when acting in or for a group; but for Chris- 
tians the significant truth is that the moral code applies 
to groups and nations as well as to persons; that we are 
personally responsible for the behavior of our nation, as 
for our own private conduct. There is no national over- 
soul which sets its own morality, beneath which the 
Christian can hide and escape his accountability to his- 
tory. 

Nor can the Christian Church avoid responsibility as to 
how its members act as citizens. I am not suggesting 
that it drop religion to take up sociology and economics. 
Quite the contrary! Yet the Church cannot remain aloof 
from the moral aspects of relevant issues which are stir- 
ring the world. 

One of the handicaps to democracy, in a big society 
like ours, is the tendency of citizens to become spectators 
of government, rather than participants. Yet it is the 
moral duty of the Christian, as a Christian, to partici- 
pate. Because democracy best expresses the Christian 
ideal, Church members are particularly charged with 
preserving and extending it. But the future of democ- 
racy at home (domestic democracy) is inseparably 
bound up with world order. The world cannot continue 
to have war and liberty both. The time has come to 
choose between them. For the Christian who practices 
his faith there can be but one choice. 


and Deductions 


ported by voluntary contributions of citizens. In a demo- 
cratic society churches, colleges and many community 
welfare societies are appropriately independent of both 
government subsidy and government control. In recog- 
nition of this American pattern, our government has had 
a tax policy which has exempted from taxation that por- 
tion of the individual’s income (up to 15% of the net 
taxable income) which he actually contributed to such 
private and voluntary community agencies. The recent 
change in tax policy and procedure, by permitting a pre- 
sumptive average deduction regardless of whether con- 
tributions have been made or not, tends to diminish the 
individual citizen’s sense of responsibility to support 
these agencies and threatens a basic American tradition. 
“We urge Congress and the administrative offices of 
our government so to revise the present law and pro-— 
cedures that they will not discourage the individual from — 


supporting the churches and other voluntary community | 
agencies. The Executive Committee authorizes the 
President of the Council to appoint a special committee — 
to seek revision in the present law and procedures in | 
order to bring them into conformity with the principles 
above set forth.” : 


implications of the law and procedures adopted since that 
time, believing that they seriously jeopardize an essential 
and traditional American pattern of community life. 
“Throughout our history it has been assumed that 
many basic community services are to be provided by pri- 
vate religious, educational and charitable agencies sup- 
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Our Protestant Heritage 


By SAMUEL McCrea CAVERT 


but the genius of the Protestant movement is posi- 

tive and creative. As the literal meaning of the 
Latin protestari implies, the Protestant has something to 
testify for! The Reformation was not merely an historical 
reaction against certain ecclesiastical abuses. It was a 
fresh recovery of vital aspects of the Christian Gospel, 
which had been either distorted or obscured. 

It is not enough, however, to stake out such a broad 
claim; we must be able to state clearly the basic truths 
which underlie and justify it. Especially must we do so 
if we expect to be successful when confronted with an- 
other church which boasts that it possesses the whole 
body of Christian truth and knows exactly what it be- 
lieves. We must have an intelligent and firm understand- 
ing of the strength of our own position. We must hold 
an affirmative, not a negative, Protestantism. 

When we try to define our positive platform in terms 


T HE word “Protestant” may have a negative sound, 


_ which the different bodies of Protestants will all accept, 


we may be haunted by the question whether there is such 
an entity as a common Protestantism. Perhaps the word 


- covers a mere conglomerate of diverse,—and even con- 


flicting—ideas of organization, with no unifying prin- 
ciple. There are superficial critics who think that Prot- 
estantism is synonymous with the sheer individualism of 
believing whatever you happen to like. But the fact is 
that there is an inherent unity in Protestantism in terms 
of definable principles and definable convictions. 

At the deepest level, of course, Protestant and Catholic 
share a common Christian faith,—the faith which makes 
it possible for both to join in the Apostles’ Creed. They 
both inherit the spiritual legacy of Israel, standing in 
reverence before the same righteous and holy God. They 
both acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and 
make devotion to Him the center of their religious life. 
Moreover, the Protestant is just as much the heir of all 
the Christian centuries prior to the Reformation as the 
Catholic is. St. Francis is a saint of the whole Church. 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux is voicing both the Protestant 
and the Catholic experience when he writes “Jesus, Thou 
Joy of Loving Hearts, Thou Fount of Life, Thou Light 
of Men.” Protestant and Catholic have a common sub- 
structure under their feet. 

But in addition to the common substructure there is a 
superstructure which is of our own Protestant building. 
There are key convictions which bind Protestants together 
as Protestants, whether of the Lutheran, the Reformed, 
the Anglican or the Free Church tradition. I submit five 


_ propositions which seem to me to set forth fundamental 


insights that give inner unity and coherence to Protest- 
antism in general, which make Protestants members of a 


single family and which are as important today as in the 
sixteenth century. 

1. Protestantism, in all its historic forms, insists upon 
the immediacy of man’s relation with God. That relation 
rests upon the unmerited grace of God, revealed to men 
in Jesus Christ and made effective through faith in Him. 
Man’s reconciliation with God,—in the Protestant view, 
—is something which sinful man can neither initiate nor 
earn, but which he may joyously accept as a freely offered 
gift. Instead of pointing to a redemptive organization 
or a system of legalistic requirements, Protestantism 
points to a simple, personal act of trust. Our fathers 
gave to this insight the rather formal term, justification 
by faith. But its central significance is what Jesus meant 
when He talked about the childlike spirit. It means that 
we are really saved,—brought into right relation with 
God,—neither by any institutional structure nor by an 
agonizing moral struggle, but by what we put our trust 
in, by what we commit ourselves to, by what we set our 
hearts upon. The saving act is the personal surrender 
of the soul to God in Jesus Christ. 

Above all moralism and all sacramentalism, Prot- 
estants who understand their heritage emphasize the spon- 
taneity and the directness of man’s personal encounter 
with God. The assurance of the Divine forgiveness and 
of Divine fellowship depends on no priestly ceremonial, 
on no “good deed”; it depends on God’s gracious com- 
munication of Himself to man and on man’s response in 
childlike trust. Here is a radical simplification of the 
religious life, a recovery of the primary note of the Chris- 
tian Gospel. 

2. Protestantism, in its many diverse expressions, holds 
that the Scriptures provide the decisive norm of spiritual 
authority. ‘The idea that the Reformers rejected all au- 
thority and substituted therefor merely individual human 
opinion is a caricature. They knew that a Word of God 
has been vouchsafed in Christ which gives light and 
guidance and redemption. ‘The Scriptures provide the 
only record of this Divine self-communication and it is 
for this reason that they have an authoritative character. 

If the authority of the Scriptures is sometimes in- 
terpreted in a mechanical way, it is important to realize 
that this is not of the original genius of Protestantism. 
Luther never identified the Word of God found im the 
Bible,—the message of God’s forgiving love,—with the 
actual words of the Bible. He was able to maintain a 
flexible and seminal method of interpreting Scripture be- 
cause he insisted that the thing of crucial moment is 
the Christ Who is enshrined in the Scriptures. Attempts 
to force a more rigid and narrow view may make the 
Bible a source of division but there is common stand- 
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ing-ground in the conviction that the Scriptures, read 
with the eye of faith and illumined by the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, provide the decisive and saving knowl- 
edge of God’s will for human life. 


For the Protestant, tradition can never be placed on a 
footing of equal authority with the Bible. For unless 
there is a recognized touchstone for tradition, new de- 
velopments may prove to be not a valid continuance of 
the work of Christ but even a perversion of it. The 
Bible is thus the Protestant’s anchor to keep the Church 
from drifting away from its permanent base in Jesus 
Christ. 

3. Protestantism, in all its varieties, clings to the con- 
viction that there is a universal priesthood of believers. 
Since every Christian may receive in faith the gift of 
God’s redeeming love in Christ, as recorded in the Scrip- 
tures, he is not dependent on any ecclesiastical official- 
dom. He may exercise the right and duty of private 
judgment with the freedom of a man taught by the spirit 
of Christ. This places a high valuation upon the prin- 
ciple of individuality. It means that Protestantism “com- 
ports ill with all impersonal collectivism and mass- 
mindedness.” It gives a new dignity and liberty to the or- 
dinary man. It makes Protestantism the friend and ally 
of democracy. 

In its affirmation of the universal priesthood of be- 
lievers, Protestantism comes to another sharp parting 
of the ways. The Roman Catholic Church makes the 
priest and the theologian the guardian of truth and the 
director of conscience. It vests the divine revelation and 
grace not in the fellowship of Christians but in a special 
class, in a hierarchy which is self-contained, self-perpetu- 
ating and autonomous. Over this hierarchy the Church, 
in the sense of the Christian community as a whole, can 
exercise no control. All that the lay members can do 
is to accept obediently the deliverances of the hierarchy 
in matters of faith and morals. This splitting the Chris- 
tian fellowship into two communities——one of which 
administers salvation while the other accepts it,—con- 
stitutes “‘an inward schism” (to use Dr. C. C. Morrison’s 
phrase) “which cannot be concealed by any outward 
forms of unity.” It is a virtual rejection of the doctrine 
of the Church as one fellowship in Christ. Protestantism 
has at least succeeded in treating the laity as full members 
of the Christian community. 

4, Protestantism, as a whole, stresses the importance 
of religious freedom. This emphasis has won its impor- 
tance chiefly through the influence of the more radical 
wing of the Reformation, the Anabaptists. It is through 
them that the principle of Separation of Church and State, 
as a safeguard of religious liberty, has come to be the 
accepted pattern in America. But the principle of free- 
dom is really inherent in Protestantism. It derives from 
_the primary affirmation of all Protestants concerning the 
immediacy of the individual’s relation to God, This 


-level of the secular. 
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makes for a religion of conscience and conviction, free 
from compulsion imposed from without. 

The Roman Catholic Church professes to believe in re- 
ligious freedom, but it is freedom with a decided differ- 
ence. The Roman conception is really limited to freedom 
as over against the political power; it does not include 
freedom from ecclesiastical power. Rome can be very 
insistent—none more so—on freedom for religion in Rus- 
sia or in Mexico, where the obstacle to freedom is the 
state. Her reaction is quite otherwise when the issue is 
freedom,—in Spain or Italy or Peru,—for one group 
of Christians as over against a dominant ecclesiastical 
institution, claiming to be the only true and authorita- 
tive church. 

In its avowal of religious freedom Protestantism makes 
a dynamic contribution to the spirit of freedom in every 
other realm,—in the political realm, for example. It is 
no mere accident of history that the best development 
of free democratic institutions has arisen in those nations 
where the Protestant spirit has been strong. 

5. Protestantism, viewed as an historic movement, enue 
to a new valuation upon: the common life and labor. It 
rejects the deep separation, imbedded in Roman Catholi- 
cism, between the “religious” and the “secular” vocation. 
It regards all men as equally called to serve God in their 
daily occupations. It sees that the artisan at a useful 
task may glorify God as truly as the priest at the mass. 
It thus proclaims the potential sanctity of lay life, as 
well as of the professionally religious, and stresses the 
principle of Christian stewardship in all earthly callings. 

Even though there was a greater significance in mo- 
nasticism than Protestants have realized, its repudiation 
by the Reformers meant a sorely needed re-definition of 
spirituality. The dual standard of ethics——a very high 
one for the monk or priest and a lower one for the Chris- 
tian in secular society,—was definitely set aside. The 
placing of the “natural” order and the “religious” order 
on two different levels was seen to be a grave over-simpli- 
fication of Christian piety. Protestantism restored 
secular life to an honorable status. It regarded the 
“world” as the divinely-ordained sphere of man’s activity, ° 
not as something from which the more thorough-going ~ 
Christian should withdraw. — | 

The charge is occasionally made that instead of rais- 
ing the secular order to the level of the religious, Prot- 
estant ethics resulted in reducing the religious to the 
That Protestants have fallen far 
below the Protestant principle of permeating the social 
order with Christian values may be readily admitted, but 
we can surely maintain that the emphasis on man’s serv- 
ing God in the so-called secular vocations is our best 
ground for hope of introducing a new spirit into the 
life of society. } 

This summary suggests that Protestantism is the cus- 
todian, in our modern world, of the principle of Christian 


a? ors 
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_ individuality. The question inevitably arises whether it 
has had an equal insight into the principle of Christian 
community, which we now see to be equally basic and 
which calls for a strong emphasis on the Church. Part of 
our answer would have to be an admission that Protestant- 
ism has been relatively weak in its doctrine of the 
Church. There is, however, one respect in which it 
makes a potential contribution of indispensable value to 
the conception of the Church: viz., that it always thinks 
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of the Church as a body of people, whereas Catholicism 
tends to think of the Church more in terms of an institu- 
tional structure. As Emil Brunner says, we ought to 
say not that the Church 7s an institution but that the 
Church as an institution. This is the characteristic Prot- 
estant view. And because it puts the emphasis on per- 
sons, Protestantism really lends itself to a high doctrine 
of the Church, if the Church is defined in terms of the 
Christian fellowship. 


An Ecumenical Home at Walzenhausen 


as the seat of a center where international ecumenical 

meetings and study weeks could be held and which, 
for the rest of the time, could serve as home and vacation 
resort for persecuted Christian brethren. | 

Walzenhausen is located in the extreme northeast 
corner of Switzerland, on a glorious bluff over- 
looking the ‘““Bodensee.” The view extends far out into 
Germany and Austria. In the valley directly at its foot 
lies the important frontier station, St. Margarethen, 
when the international express trains from Germany, via 
Munich, and from Austria and the Danube countries, 
via Innsbrueck, enter Switzerland. Few places in Swit- 
zerland bring to our consciousness in so natural a way 
the nearness and relationship of the countries of Europe. 

Pastor Vogt, the initiator of the Swiss Aid for the 
Confessional Church in Germany, began his ministry for 
the persecuted German brethren in Walzenhausen. In 
a Social Home founded by him for the needy of his own 
country, Christian brethren from abroad always found 
an affectionate welcome. 

Pastor Vogt has, however, long since left his parish 
work in Walzenhausen in order to devote himself entirely 
to the care of the refugees. He has become director of 
the Swiss Church Aid for Evangelical Refugees and 
besides this, at the request of the Swiss government, is 
acting as chaplain for the refugees in the camps. In the 
summer of 1939, just before the outbreak of war, he had 
gathered together in Walzenhausen a number of German 
pastors of the Confessional Church, though they were 
able to come there only with the greatest difficulty and at 
considerable personal risk. Since that memorable meet- 
ing little groups of evangelical refugees have time and 
again met there in order to strive together for a clear 
concept of their faith. For many Walzenhausen remains 
the center of genuine ecumenical endeavor. 

Thus arose the plan to create there a permanent center 
for ecumenical work. Not only are theologians from 
various countries to meet there for discussion, but also 
Christian laymen who are concerned about their co- 
responsibility toward the building of the Christian com- 


I: is not a coincidence that Walzenhausen was selected 


munity. This sense of responsibility among laymen has 
acquired great importance, especially since the war, and 
has contributed to the renewal and revitalization of many 
congregations. 

Even if it is too soon to predict whither all the many 
millions of refugees, who have inundated several countries 
of Europe during the last years, will go, it is nevertheless 
fairly certain that many of them will never be able to 
return to their homeland. Among them are numerous 
old and sickly persons who will never again be able to 
build up an independent existence and who therefore 
must be sheltered in homes in various countries offering 
them hospitality. Would not the establishment of such 
a home be a beautiful expression of ecumenical solidarity? 
And when the day comes when there will be no more 
refugees and exiles persecuted for the sake of their 
religion, then the home can offer hospitality to Christian 
brethren from all lands. ; 

The ecumenical home in Walzenhausen is to be built 
on a beautiful tree-grown knoll about 700 feet above sea 
level. In conformity to the native style of architecture 


it will be built almost entirely of wood. In all probability 


the building operations have already begun. A part of 
the labor is being furnished by refugees from one of the 
work camps. It is planned that a part of the interior 
equipment is to come from the workshops in Switzerland 
where refugees are being re-educated for skilled crafts. 
The refugees who assist in the construction will have 
the satisfaction of having participated in a work which 
will stand as a monument of Christian and ecumenical 
aid in time of need. ; 

The church committee which worked out this plan for 
an ecumenical home in Walzenhausen had to make 
strenuous efforts in order to raise the necessary sum of 
nearly 200,000 Swiss francs, and was much encouraged 
when it received through the World Council in Geneva the 
assurance of a contribution of 25,000 francs from the 
American churches. 


—Translated from notes by a Swiss Friend, Rudolf 
Olgiati, recently in this country. 
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The Churches and World Order 


ANY thousands of churches throughout the 
M United States will observe November 12 as 
World Order Sunday. The purpose will be to 


quicken the tempo of action by the churches in support 
of a world settlement consonant with Christian principles. 


Interest in the creation of a world organization to pre- 
serve peace has reached a high level both within and 
without the churches. The recent Bretton Woods and 
Dumbarton Oaks conferences have focused the attention 
of the people of many nations on the complex and difficult 
problems related to the achieving of a peace that will in- 
sure to all nations both security and justice. In its call 
to 150,000 churches to observe World Order Sunday, the 
Department of International Justice and Goodwill asks 
that priority be given to the spiritual foundations of the 
world community. ‘‘Regardless of the advances that may 
be made in the direction of political and economic agree- 
ments,” it is held, “there can and will be no lasting peace 
unless such agreements are permeated by a spirit con- 
sistent with the teachings of Christ and implemented by 
men and women who are actuated by such principles.” 


In the document (see New Publications, page 13) on 
world order, prepared by the Department for use by the 
churches, Christians are urged to watch the developing 
international situation to the end that the principles em- 
bodied in the Atlantic Charter and the Declaration of 
the United Nations may not be forgotten in the Day of 
Victory; that the United Nations may carry over into 
the postwar period the unity which they have achieved 
for the prosecution of the war, so that unilateral policies 
designed to enhance the prestige of one nation at the ex- 
pense of another nation may give way to joint action for 


the good of all people; that the policies of isolation here-. 


tofore practiced by our own and other nations may be 
abandoned and international institutions created which 
will conduce toward the establishment of -a world com- 
munity of nations; that the system of military alliances 
and arrangements of power politics may not be con- 
tinued after the war but that an international system of 
security may be evolved which will safeguard the peace 
of the entire world; that the freedoms vouchsafed in the 
Atlantic Charter may not be jeopardized through the 
preservation of pre-war systems of imperialistic control 
over subject peoples; that the temptation to seek a settle- 
ment dictated by considerations of hatred and revenge 
may be overcome and a peace achieved which will be so 
just as to be permanent. 


After briefly outlining the spiritual, political and eco- 
nomic foundations of world order as reflected in current 
church pronouncements, the Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill expresses the judgment that the 
peace can be won “‘if there is developed and made vocal a 


public opinion in our own and other countries sufficiently 
persuasive to require the establishment of a general inter- 
national organization with which all nations, large and 


‘small, victor and vanquished, may be identified and 


which will be dedicated to finding and curing the basic 
cause of world disorder.” 

The Federal Council, accordingly, calls upon the 
churches of Christ in America, through their millions of 
members, to enlist in a crusade to make this the last war 
and to make the forthcoming peace a boon to God’s chil- 
dren everywhere. Christians, as citizens, are urged by 
every means possible to make known to their leaders in 
Washington their support of the moral and spiritual prin- 
ciples and the political and economic propositions to 
which assent has been given by representative religious 
bodies throughout the country. 

—WaALTER W. VANKIRK. 


Council Sends Birthday Greetings to China 

In anticipation of the celebration of the thirty-third 
birthday of the Republic of China, which falls on October 
10, the Federal Council’s Executive Committee has trans- 
mitted a message of greeting to the National Christian 
Council of China. 

“Millions of people in our churches have long been 
interested in China” said the Federal Council. “Through 
the friendly and intimate contacts of the years there has 
developed a profound respect for the Chinese people and 
a deeper appreciation of their vast cultural achievements. 
But, more than respect and admiration, a genuine spirit 
of sympathy and friendship prevails among us. Our peo- 
ple have been profoundly moved by the heroic struggles 
of the Chinese people in the defense of their national 
existence and many in their homes and churches have 
frequently prayed for God’s blessing upon the people of 
China in their time of profound crisis.” 

The Council then expressed its sense of fellowship with 
“the people of our sister nation in this critical hour.” 

In China, the Protestant churches will inaugurate on 
October 8, a Week of Prayer. Luther Shao, Acting Gen- 
eral Secretary of the National Christian Council of 
China, in a letter to Dr. J. W. Decker of the International 
Missionary Council, suggests that during this period 
Christians of the United States join with Chinese Chris- 
tians in asking for God’s guidance that a just and durable 
peace may be established and that Christians everywhere 
may feel themselves to be a part of the Universal Church. 

During the Week of Prayer Christians in China are 
urged to pray “for the Allied Nations; for our enemies; 
for China, on her National Day; for postwar world re- 
construction; for a just and durable peace; for the future 
happiness of mankind; for the Universal Church; for the 
coming of the Kingdom of God.” : 
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Professors Horton and Hocking to Head 
Pre-Cleveland Conference Commissions 


Two Commissions of prominent churchmen have been 
created to study and report on the issues to be discussed 
by the National Study Conference on The Churches and 
a Just and Durable Peace, to be convened in Cleveland, 
Ohio, January 16-19. 

The first of these: two Commissions will study the ex- 
isting international situation in the light of the Guiding 
Principles and the Six Pillars of Peace originally formu- 
lated by the Federal Council’s Commission on a Just and 
Durable Peace and since studied by many religious bodies 
in the United States and other countries. The findings 
of such international conferences as those at Bretton 
Woods and Dumbarton Oaks will be reviewed and ap- 
praised in the light of the Christian ethic. 


Other matters with which this Commission will be con- 
cerned include the following: An analysis in the light 
of Christian principles of possible peace settlements with 
special reference to Germany and Japan; American policy 
toward subject peoples and dependent areas; the 
relation of American domestic policy in matters of 
race, social justice, etc. to the problem of world 
order; an analysis of current American opinion re- 
garding postwar issues and reasons therefor; steps that 
might now be taken to strengthen the purpose of the 
American people to insure postwar collaboration on the 
part of the United States. This Commission will be 
headed by Dr. William E. Hocking of Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

The second Commission will be headed by Dr. Walter 
Marshall Horton, Professor of Theology of Oberlin Col- 
lege. This Commission will concern itself with the fol- 
lowing: An effort to define the aspects of the Christian 
faith relative to the problems of peace; a discussion of 
the continued witness of the Christian Church concerning 
world order regardless of day-by-day developments of 
secular governments; considerations involved in support 
or non-support of intermediate procedures which fall 
short of the long-range ends to which the churches gen- 
erally are committed; the place of the churches in in- 

’ fluencing public opinion, and the methods that appropri- 
ately may be used by the churches in this respect; an 
examination of the obstacles in the way of the achieve- 
ment of a just and durable peace in terms of the attitude 
of Christians, taking into account as far as possible psy- 
chological factors, with suggestions for meeting the situa- 


Haywood’s New Freemasonry and Roman Catholicism 
100 Famous Masons—Including Masonic Presidents by 


Haywood __. $ 3.00 
Mackey’s Masonic ‘Encyclopedia. (Clegg Revision) “2 Vols. os 

New Descriptive Index : $14.40 
Mackey’s Jurisprudence of Freemasonry © tie ek ee. SR PEPE) 
Mackey’s Symbolism of Freemasonry $ 3.50 


Twin Guideposts (includes the above 2 books) Special Price _$ 6.00 


THE MASONIC HISTORY COMPANY 
2831-33-35 South Park Way, Chicago 16, Illinois. 
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tion; the psychological and cultural factors as they are 
related to our Christian faith, which are involved in the 
reconstituting of Europe (Germany) and the Far East 
(Japan) after the war; how concretely can the World 
Mission of the Church be made a contributing factor in 
the achievement of world order; steps that might be 
taken to strengthen the purpose of Christians to insure 
postwar collaboration on the part of the United States. 

It is expected that the reports of the two Commissions 
will be ready for distribution to the Conference delegates 
by December 15. 

The crucial importance of the forthcoming Cleveland 
Conference is highlighted by the near approach of the 
war’s end in Europe and the increasing tempo of military 
operations in the Pacific area. 

Many church bodies have already appointed their 
delegates. 


Bishop Oxnam Supports Fair Employment 
Practice 


Asserting that the racial tensions which exist in our 
great centers of population are played up by our enemies, 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam told the Senate Education 
and Labor Subcommittee recently that religion, educa- 
tion and the law must unite to remove the causes of such 
tension and “thus forestall petty demagogues who may 
appeal to prejudice and passion and summon men to the 
ways of violence.” 

Appearing as a representative of the Federal Council 
at the hearings on legislation to create a permanent Fair 
Employment Practice Committee, Bishop Oxnam de- 
clared that “the right to work is elementary.” 

“Within this right,” he continued, “a man’s oppor- 
tunities should be determined by his character and his 
capacity, never by his color and his creed. The proposed 
legislation seeks to guarantee this right and is necessary 
for the reason that an abstract right must be made en- 
forceable if it is to be meaningful.” 

Pointing out that the American soldier now fighting in 
foreign lands does not ask whether his comrade is white, 
black, Catholic or Jew, Bishop Oxnam warned that these 
soldiers ‘‘who have fought to restore liberty abroad must 
not return to find freedom denied at home.” 

“Racial discriminations here are played up by our 
enemies and become divisive forces, thus making difficult 
the ways to the unity that world order demands,” he de- 
clared. 


HIGGINS BOOK EXCHANGE 


Send us three books, either Sermons, Essays, Children Stories, 
etc., with one dollar and receive three similar books. We carry 
the latest and the old standbys. Send good books and you will 
Mail by book rate, four cents for the first 
We cannot return your books 


receive good books. 
pound and three cents thereafter. 
but will refund money if not satisfied. 


Higgins Book Exchange, Blandford, Mass. 
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SCRIBNER 


Club Choice 


THE GENIUS OF 
PUBLIC WORSHIP 


By 
CHARLES H. HEIMSATH 


An original, practical and much-needed book for 
the general reader on the meaning and usage of 
public as distinguished from private worship. A 
fascinating historical study and a volume that will 
bring a fuller understanding of what worship really 
means. $2.50 


THE CONSTANT FIRE 


ALLAN K. CHALMERS 
A constructive, vigorous and positive book about 
Christianity as the one powerful driving force in a 
disillusioned world. It is full of illustrations and 
incidents drawn from the author’s experience. $2.00 


* 
HIGHROADS OF THE 
UNIVERSE 


By 
J. GLOVER JOHNSON 
“An introduction to Christian philosophy” which is 
sane, inclusive, scholarly and readable—exception- 
ally good for discussion ae $2.50 


DOCTRINE oF THE TRINITY 


LEONARD ‘YODGSON 
“Wiil undoubtedly hold the field as the most im- 
portant inquiry into the meaning of the Trinity 
in our SBT Net HP Book Club Bulletin 
$2.50 


QUIT You. ONE MEN 
CARL H. ELMORE 


A book that analyzes and answers the problems of 
youth today—a helpful volume for everyone in- 
terested in young Poe $2.00 


REN a IN AMERICA 


W. w. SWEET 


The outstanding American authority on religious. 


history appraises and explains the origin, growth 
and decline of a much misunderstood religious de- 
velopment, $2.00 


SLAVERY AND FREEDOM 


NICOLAS BERDYAEV 


The magnum opus of a world famous philosopher, - 


in which he embodies his whole way of looking 
at life in frank and trenchant fashion. $2.75 


at your bookstore 
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, NEW YORK 
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Miss Applegarth Undertakes Ecumenical 


Education Program 

Miss Margaret Applegarth, widely known among the 
churches for her writing and speaking, has been invited 
to undertake a program of ecumenical education among 
the women of the churches in as many communities as 
possible across the country. The project will be under 
the joint auspices of the Federal Council, the American 
Committee for the World Council of Churches and the 
United Council of Church Women. 

Miss Applegarth has been closely identified with the 
work of all three agencies. She has been chairman of the 
World Day of Prayer Committee of the: United Council 
of Church Women for a number of years and has par- 
ticipated in the National Christian Mission of the Fed- 
eral Council. 

She begins her new work on October first. .Corre- 
spondence may be addressed to her at 297 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Men and Missions Sunday 
The fourteenth annual observance of Men and Mis- 
sions Sunday will be held on November 12 under the 
sponsorship of The Laymen’s Missionary Movement, 19 


‘South La Salle Street, Chicago, III. 


The theme will be ‘““Rebuilding With Christ, the Hope 
of the World.” Part of this year’s observance will be an 
opportunity for laymen to dedicate their lives anew to 
the promotion of the Christian world mission. 


A Correction 

Our attention has been called to an inadvertent inac- 
curacy in the pamphlet Forces Disrupting the Churches, 
published by the Federal Council of Churches. A list 
of four publications, including THE CROSS AND THE 
FLAG, are described on page 4 of the pamphlet as “in- 
dicted by the Federal Grand Jury in 1942.” The publi- 
cations were not indicted—they were listed by the Fed- 
eral Grand Jury in 1942 as factors in the alleged con- 
spiracy for which a list of 28 individuals were indicted. 
The writer of the pamphlet has offered his apology to the 
editor of THE CROSS AND THE FLAG for the inac- | 
curacy. 


THEY TOLD ABOUT JESUS 


ETHEL CUTLER 


Author of ONE PROPHET—AND ANOTHER 
and ONE PEOPLE AMONG MANY 


$2.00 


An attempt to discover what is known about Jesus 
through a study of the records that have come down 
through the years and an understanding of the people 
who have made the records available by telling about 
Jesus. 


The Womans Press 
600 Lexington Avenue New York 22, N. Y. 
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The new Fosdick book | 
A GREAT TIME 
TO BE ALIVE 
to be published October 25th. 


\ 


‘ 


Four new books of vital interest to 


ministers 


Enough And To Spare 
By KirtLey F. MATHER 


A leading American scientist, who is also a deeply re- 
ligious man, surveys the resources of the earth and con- 
cludes that they are adequate to provide the basis for 
both freedom and security for all mankind. In a book 
that challenges the spirit as well as the mind, he shows 
that progress in co-operation will determine man’s 
survival. . $2.00 


In This Our Day 
By EpitH Lovesoy Pierce 


This is the first published volume to contain the poems 
of Mrs. Pierce. ‘Mrs. Pierce’s poems are remarkable 
for poignancy of thought, and for sheer beauty and 
power of expression.”—John Haynes Holmes. “Her 
poems demonstrate absolute freedom in choice of sub- 
jects; they present clear and telling images.’”—The 
Christian Century. $1.50 


We Preach Not Ourselves 


By Gordon PoTEAT 


A Pulpit Club Selection 


What to preach about? is the question that continually 
besets the minister. Professor Poteat answers: the Bible. 
And he shows how the Bible can come alive for a dis- 
cerning reader and provide an inexhaustible supply of 
homiletical material. Neither a volume of sermons nor 
a commentary—a wholly novel venture in the field of 
homiletics. . $2.00 


Doran’s Ministers Manual 
for 1945 


Compiled and edited by the Rev. G. B. F. Hattock, D.D. 
and the Rev. M. K. W. Hercuer, Px.D. 


The twentieth edition of this hardy perennial is chock- 
full of invaluable material for the clergy of all denomi- 
nations—sermon outlines, prayers, poems, hymns, illus- 
trations, texts and subjects, in addition to a wide variety 
of information for year-round use. A handy ready- 
reference excellently arranged and concisely indexed, it 
will prove indispensable to the busy pastor. $2.50 


At Your Bookseller 
HARPER & 


BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd Street 


—| 


New York 16, N. Y. 
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New Publications 


The Commission on Marriage and the Home offers 
counsel on wartime marriages and others in an eight- 
page pamphlet entitled, “Married Happiness After War- 
time Separation.” This pamphlet points out that young 
people whose life together has been brief and whose 
separation has been long, are likely to face a clinical 
period sooner or later after their reunion. The pamphlet 
offers suggestions as to how war marriages and others 
may be made what the persons involved want them to 
be. Price five cents per copy. 

“The Churches and World Order,” prepared by the 
Department of International Justice and Goodwill for 
use by ministers and laymen on World Order Sunday. 
The rates are: 5 cents single copy (including postage), 
lots of 50 to 100 copies, 3 cents each plus postage, in lots 
of 1,000 or more $20 plus postage. 

Reconstruction and Inter-Church Aid in Europe, ex- 
cerpts from three memoranda from Dr. W. A. Visser ’’t 
Hooft, General Secretary of the Provisional Commit- 
tee of the World Council of Churches, Geneva, looking 
towards a pattern of united action for the churches. 
Single copy 15 cents; in quantity 10 cents. 

The above pamphlets may be ordered from the Federal 
Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, 
N. ae j 


United Church Canvass 


The United Church Canvass has announced its third 
national campaign, which will be held during the follow- 
ing periods: November 12-December 3, 1944; and Feb- 
ruary 18-March 11, 1945. New materials for the pro- 
motion of the campaign include a methods folder, a pos- 
ter and a series of three newspaper ads. These are avail- 
able from the Office of the Planning Committee of the 
United Church Canvass, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 
10, New York. 


HAVEN HOUSE 


James W. KENNEDY $2.00 
Designed to provide a technique for devotional life 
and to give specific help with spiritual and personality 
problems. Written in story form to capture and hold 
the interest. A special drawing makes vivid the rooms 
of Haven House, from which people go with faith re- 
stored, hope renewed, and love born again. The author 
is Rector of All Saints’ Episcopal Church of Richmond, 
Virginia, and conducts a daily radio devotional period 
known as “Haven.” 


JOHN KNOX PRESS, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia | 
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‘News of State and Local Cooperation 


Toledo Council 


Enlarges its Services 


By placing the Rev. Dr. Carroll A. Wise, 
Director of the Department of Religion 
and Health, upon a full-time basis, the 
Toledo Council of Churches becomes the 
first to pioneer in this field. Dr. Wise began 
his full-time service on September 1. Prior 
to this he had been devoting a small amount 
of time to the Council while serving as 
Protestant chaplain at the Toledo State 
Hospital. 

One of the outstanding features of this 
department’s ministry is that of providing 
cooperative Protestantism with a special 
Counseling Service Center on personal 
problems. Persons come to the Center 
upon referral by clergymen and _ social 
workers, as well as upon their own initia- 
tive. In addition to this counseling service, 
Dr. Wise will give courses for clergymen 
in the religion and health field and will be 
available for consultation with pastors on 
religion and health problems arising in their 
parishes. One of his special interests will 
be ministering to returning service men and 
women and their families. 


Indianapolis Churches 
Plan Postwar Expansion 


The churches of Indianapolis have pre- 
pared to spend “well over” $2,000,000 for 
new buildings, remodeling, and additions 
when the war ends. This figure was re- 
cently released by Rev. Florizel A. Pflei- 


derer, Chairman of the Church Federation 
Comity Committee. 

An editorial comment was made in an 
Indianapolis paper as follows: 

“The Indianapolis churches have shown 
a forward-looking spirit in thus charting 
their post-war expansion. Many of the 
congregations already have accumulated all 
the funds needed to carry through their 
plans, and none has less than 50 per cent of 
the estimated cost on hand. Like the pri- 
vate families of the nation, the churches 
have been saving for the future. 

“The religious leaders of the city are 
awake to their responsibility and oppor- 
tunity, and have served notice that they 
are ready to meet the spiritual needs of an 
expanding community in the bright days 
of a peace that cannot be far distant.” 


New Bedford Council 


Expands its Facilities 


The Inter-Church Council. of Greater 
New Bedford, Mass., has recently (Sep- 
tember 1, 1944) opened offices. at the 
United Church Home in downtown New 
Bedford, and installed Rev. Joseph W. 
Merchant as Executive Secretary. This 
action was made possible by the successful 
raising of a Fund of over $10,000 last 
Spring, with 33 churches, representing 13 
denominations, participating. 

The Council’s program will include 
establishing a Hospital Chaplaincy pro- 
gram, Community School of Religious 
Education, Vacation Church. Schools, reli- 


Introducing a New Series of Visual Aids 
for Churches and Church Schools 
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Covers the Broad Outline of Church History in Four Parts 


Offers infinite possibilities for use as the basis of courses of study and lectures 


on church history, church architecture, symbolism, great men and women of the 
church, how the Bible was made, the saints, the Church and State, and for use in 
worship services and dramatic programs. ; 

A leader’s guide in mimeographed form by Roland H. Bainton introduces 
teaching techniques and pertinent information regarding each slide. 

Complete set of 150 slides, including Leader’s Guide, $65.00. 
Send for introductory literature which includes a complete listing of the slides. 
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individuals think through the theological implications of altars, crosses, statues, pic- 
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gious services to men in the armed forces, 
many special services and projects including 
a number, like the United Church Can- 
vass, and World Wide Communion Day, 
sponsored by the Federal Council. Much 
credit for the work now established goes 
to Rev. Shirley B. Goodwin, now Rector 
of All Saints’ Church, Attleboro, Mass., 
president of the Council during its period of 
expansion. 


Staff Changes 


Miss Rose Altic, who for the past six 
years has served as Director of Weekday 
Church Schools at Mt. Vernon, Ohio, has 
been appointed Director of the Woman’s 
Department of the Ohio Council of 
Churches. Miss Altic began her work at 
the close of the weekday schools in the late 
spring of 1944. She holds a Bachelor of 
Theology degree from Marion. College, has 
four summers of training at the Winona 
Lake School of Theology and is completing 
her work for her Master’s degree at North- 
western University. Following several 
years of public school teaching in Ohio, 
she served as a missionary to the Armenian 
people in Beirut. 


Rev. Harold O. Bradshaw, minister of 
the First Congregational Church, Red Oak, 
Iowa, has been elected Executive Secre- 
tary of the Topeka Council of Churches, 
beginning September 1. Mr. Bradshaw is 
a graduate mf the Hartford Seminary 
Foundation. He has served several pas- 
torates in New York, Connecticut and 
Iowa. While in Connecticut he served as 
the President of the Middlesex County 
Council of Churches and Religious Educa- 
tion. 


Rev. Francis R. Casselman has been ap- 
pointed to the position of Chaplain to the 
Defense Industrial Population on the staff 
of the Cleveland Church Federation Dr. 
Casselman, who is a graduate of Friends 
University and Union Theological Semi- 
nary, has an M.A. degree from Columbia 
University and an honorary D.D. from 
Friends University. He has held numerous 
pastorates in rural churches in Iowa, Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania and Ohio. His coming 
to the Cleveland work is by courtesy of 
the Board of National Missions of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. ‘ 


Rev. F. L. Gibbs, formerly Assistant to 
the General Secretary of the Service Men’s 
Christian League, has been appointed to 
the staff of the Council of Churches of 
Christ of Allegheny County (Pittsburgh). 
He succeeds Rev. Fred Willkens, who has 
resigned from the Acting Executive Secre- 
taryship to accept appointment as head of 
the Department of Religious Education of 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. 
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Department. The _ reputation 
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an important spiritual and wel- 
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Rev. Eugene A. Hessel began his work 
July 1, 1944 as the Executive Secretary of 
the Oakland Council of Churches, Oakland, 
Calif. 


Rev. Theodore C. Meyer, formerly min- 
ister of the First Baptist Church of New- 
ark, N. Y., more recently minister of the 
First Baptist Church in Albany, has been 
appointed Director of Christian Education 
of the Albany City Council of Religious 
Education on a part-time basis. He suc- 
ceeds Rev. John B. Kirby, Jr., who has re- 
signed in order to return to the pastorate. 


Miss Dorothea Wolcott, formerly Direc- 
tor of Religious Education of the Council 
of Churches of Greater Cincinnati, was 
appointed on July 1 as Director of Week- 
day Church Schools for the Ohio Council 
of Churches. Miss Wolcott is a native of 
Ohio, a graduate of Asbury College, and 
has had graduate work in psychology and 
education at Ohio State University. She 
has served in the field of weekday religious 
education at Gettysburg and Findlay, Ohio. 
In 1939 she became Supervisor of Weekday 
Church Schools for the Council of 
Churches of Greater Cincinnati and later 
Director of Religious Education. Under 
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her leadership, the number of schools in- 
creased from 31 to 60 and the enrolment 
from 7,704 to 10,985. 


Rev. Jesse D. Reber, minister of the First 
Church of the Brethren, Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio, began work in mid-summer as As- 
sociate Field Minister of the Cleveland 
Church Federation on a part-time basis, 
working in the older residential areas with 
neighborhood ministerial associations. Mr. 
Reber is a graduate of Elizabethtown Col- 
lege and Gettysburg Theological Seminary. 
He holds an M.A: degree from New York 
University where he specialized in research 
and coordination of character-building 
agencies. 


Rev. Clarence A. Wagner began his new 
duties on June 1 as Director of Leadership 
Education, Adult Work and Field Service 
for the New York State Council of 
Churches. Mr. Wagner is a Congrega- 
tional minister who since February 1, 1944, 
has served as chaplain to the civilian popu- 
lation at the Rome (N.Y.) Air Base. He 
is a graduate of Hamilton College, has a 
Master’s. degree from MHarvard, and is 
working for a Ph.D. degree from Boston 
University. 
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lages, towns and cities thru-out America is portrayed. In vivid 
manner is revealed how the. Word of God spoken at the right 
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problems of our complex modern life. 


“Christianity in Action” says one Pastor 
“Dynamic in its influence—instructive initstruth—inspiring inits 
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praise. Your church and community will beinspired byits showing. 

Musically and technically “The Power of God” will please 
your whole community. 
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The Predicament of Modern 
Man 


By D. E1ron TRUEBLOOD 


Harper & Brothers. $1.00 


The title of this pregnant little volume 
gives the key to its thesis. Modern man, 
instead of marching along, as an optimistic 
secular liberalism has long assumed, toward 
realization of a manifest destiny, is really 
in a “predicament,” and since the fall of 
France in 1940' he has become sharply 
aware of it. Still reflecting the modern 
mood, however, he does not ask, “Why 
does God allow it?” but “How could man 
have made such a mess of things?” The 


‘evil is this, that “our wisdom about ends 
does not match our ingenuity about means.” 
Through a long period man entertained 


GUARANTEED 


“divisive purposes served by inadequate 
instruments.” The idealistic dreamers have 
had a “unified purpose served by inadequate 
instruments.” Mankind is now in the 
tragic stage of “divisive purposes served by 
potent instruments, ze¢., ‘universalizing 
instruments.” The fault is not with the 
technicians; the failure is in the spiritual 
realm, that is to say, the area of life “which 
is the object of attention in philosophy and 
theology as against that area in which the 
object of attention is mechanical con- 
trivance.” 

The new gospel of sheer power, elite 
leadership and the suppression of the indi- 
vidual is destructive of science, faith, and 
morals alike. Hitler’s Germany has demon- 
strated that. The effort to preserve the 
ethical values of our tradition apart from 
religion the author believes hopeless. For 
our ethical convictions divorced from the 
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Christian faith that gave rise to them are 
“noble but impotent.” Those who have 


inherited the major Western tradition now 


“have an ethic without a religion, whereas 
they are challenged by millions who have a 

religion without an ethic.’ We have a 
“cut-flower civilization.” 

The only recourse left us is the reaiingiee 
tion of the Christian faith. But—and here 
is found one of Professor Trueblood’s major 
insights—‘“‘individual religion”. will not 
suffice. A “redemptive society” exalting 
the “membership” principle is necessary to 
the rescue of modern man. This brings us 
back to “that hypocritical, bigoted organiza- 
tion that we call the church.” It needs a 
rebirth, to be sure, but history has validated 
it. “Christianity won in the Roman Empire, 
not chiefly as a belief, though it was a 
belief, but more as a self-conscious fellow- 
ship, and there is nothing in subsequent 
history to make us suppose that the faith 
adequate for our day will win in any other 
way.” 

Professor Trueblood has stated the case 
against modern secularism more concisely 
than this reviewer has hitherto found it 
presented. F. Ei. 


The Christian Mission in Our 
Day 
By LuMAN J. SHAFER 
Friendship Press 


Cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents 


Applied Christianity is the answer to the 
needs of. the modern world. Such is the 
thesis expounded by Dr. Shafer in this 
analysis of the function of the Christian 
community in secular society. Those who 
are looking for an easy way out of the 
chaos and anarchy of war and the after- 
math of war had better not read this work. 
Dr. Shafer is no dispenser of sugar-coated 
pills. He insists on probing deeply into 
the causes of world disorder. Over against 
the parochialism and self-interest of the 
nation state the author sets the universalism 
of the Christian gospel. Power politics, 
economic isolationism and racial divisiveness 
can be suspended only by the dynamics of a 
Christ-centered revolution. Christianity, 
accordingly, must repossess for itself a 
unity of purpose and outlook. It must 
also become more truly missionary in its 
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strategy. The author has little patience 
with Christians who decry the isolationism 
of the secular state but who themselves 
remain aloof from the work of the Church 
on the missionary front. If “sovereignty” 
is a fetish of statesmanship it is also, in 
many instances, a fetish of churchmanship. 
Christians believe in one humanity under 
God. They believe in the infinite worth 
of the common man. They believe the 
highest good of man is a product of 
coOperation in community. These revolu- 
tionary principles, Dr. Shafer holds, must 
now completely possess the lives of Chris- 
tians; individually and collectively. Then, 
and not until then, will the Church, at 
home and abroad, be an instrument in the 
hands of God for the salvation of the world. 
Those who are interested in the mis- 
sionary work of the churches will want to 
read this book. Those who are not inter- 
ested in the missionary work of the churches 
ought to be required to read this book. 
W.W.V.K. 


Revivalism in America 
By WitLiAM WarREN SWEET 


Scribners. $2.00 


A church historian of the front rank con- 
cludes that no religious movement has been 
more misunderstood and maligned than 
revivalism. So far from regarding revivals 
as mere side-eddies, he thinks of them as 
great “cascades,” which though difficult to 
control, have poured streams of power into 
American life. 

Revivalism is described as the “chief 
pattern of Protestant activity” in American 
history down to a generation or two ago. 
It arose in a new social environment, where 
conditions were often crude and coarse, 
and established traditions were being cast 


aside. The great majority of the people 
were indifferent to religion. Something 
was needed to change the situation. The 
answer was revivalism. 

Against this background the story is 
interestingly told of the major religious 
awakenings; the revival among the Dutch 


Reformed in New Jersey under the leader-_ 


ship of Theodore Frelinghuysen; the 
Scotch-Irish revival in the Middle Colonies 
led by the Tennents and the graduates of the 
“Log College”; the New England awaken- 
ing under Jonathan Edwards; the work 
of George Whitefield, “the greatest re- 
vivalist of them all”; the Southern awaken- 
ings, with special attention to the Baptists 
and the Methodists, who “brought religion 
to the common man”; the carrying of reli- 
gious influence into the frontier regions of 
the West; the “Second Awakening” in the 


early years of the nineteenth century; the. 


movement initiated by Charles G. Finney, 
which raised up leaders of moral and social 
reform; and Dwight L. Moody, “greatest 
of the professional evangelists,’ and the 
group that followed him. 

The author is at pains to point out that 
although the revivals were intensely indi- 
vidualistic in their emphasis they had re- 
markable by-products, including a _pro- 
nounced impulse to higher education and 
important humanitarian movements. 


The Church and the New 
World Mind 


By Witu1am E. Hocxkinc AND OTHERS 


Bethany Press. $2.00 


Eight distinguished lecturers, speaking 
before a conference sponsored by the Disci- 
ples of Christ, at Drake University, are 
responsible for this body of stimulating 


For Sunday and Weekday Schools 


JUNIOR BIBLE WORKBOOKS 
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materials on problems of the post-war 
world. 

Professor-Emeritus William E. Hocking 
of Harvard makes the most extensive and 
also the most’ basic contribution. He 
analyzes the difficulties to be met, particu- 
larly the “strong psychological ground for 
the national spirit”; and the extent to 
which force, authority and law all enter 
into the making of a peaceful world. He 
holds that religious faith is necessary to 
make any international structure “a living 
unity.” The solution of the problem of 
peace he finds to be twofold: (1) to enrich 
the fund of shared culture and at the same 
time (2) to cherish the distinctive genius 
of different peoples and regions. 

Sir Willmott Lewis of the London Times 
discusses the role of the Church in forming 
public opinion. M. Searle Bates, out of his 
experience as a missionary educator in 
China, outlines a program for securing 
peace in the Orient. Gonzalo Baez- 
Camargo of Mexico sets forth a Christian 
view of Inter-American relationships. Cleo 
W. Blackburn, Negro leader in the social 
work of Indianapolis, shows clearly that 
“peace begins at home” in the social and 
racial attitudes of the national community. 
Professor Georgia Harkness of Garrett 
Biblical Institute emphasizes the relation 
between inter-racial justice and world peace. 
Walter W. VanKirk.of the Federal Council 
of Churches proposes practical and chal- 
lenging procedures for the Church in its 
work for international order, stressing pop- 
ular education. Rufus M. Jones of Haver- 
ford College indicates ways in which the 
churches can provide the spiritual inter- 
pretation of life which must be the center 
of “the new world mind.” 


Religion and the World Order 
Edited by F. Ernest JouNsSON 


Harpers. $2.00 


These addresses at the Institute of Reli- 
gious Studies under the sponsorship of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York 
deal vigorously with many different aspects 
of the relation of religion to social, eco- 
nomic, and international affairs. _ 

Professor Paul J. Tillich reviews trends 
in religious thought that affect the social 
outlook. Dean Luther A. Weigle provides 
a careful analysis of the meaning of reli- 
gious liberty and of measures necessary to 
safeguard it. Bishop Francis J. McConnell 
traces the connection between religion and 
democracy. Professor Henry P. Van Dusen, 
Father John LaFarge, and Rabbi Ben Zion 
Bokser survey the major proposals for 
post-war reconstruction. Professor Robert 
M. McIver treats the political basis of 
world order; Raymond Leslie Buell, the 
economic basis; Laurence K.. Frank, the 
cultural basis: Professor George S. Counts 
considers the kind of education called for; 
Professor John A. Fitch, the prospective 
role of labor; Professor Edmund deS. 
Brunner, the new role of government. Pro- 
fessor Clyde R. Miller discusses the forma- 
tion of public opinion in the post-war world, 
anc President Felix Morley of Haverford 
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suggests lessons which may be learned from 
the experience of the League of Nations. 

Dr. Johnson, the editor of the volume, 
who is well known to Butter readers, 
provides an introductory background in a 
penetrating analysis of religion in relation 
to contemporary secularism. 


The Larger Evangelism 
By Joun R. Morr 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.00 


The evangelistic and missionary passion 
of a great ecumenical Christian glows 
luminously in this little book. Dr. Mott 
conceives it to be the supreme purpose of 
the church to “make Jesus Christ known, 
trusted, loved, obeyed, and exemplified in 
the whole range of individual life and also 
in all human relationships.” It would be 
hard to find a better definition of evan- 
gelism than this. What it involves in terms 
of practice and program is worked out in 
five stimulating chapters, in which Dr. Mott 
shares much of his own world-wide experi- 
ence and personal convictions with his 
readers. 

The “larger evangelism” which he urges 
includes both a full-orbed message and 
bolder planning. He finds the “Christian 
missions” conducted by the Federal Council 
an important illustration of encouraging 
methods. He sees the beginnings of a 
“rising spiritual tide” and adduces evidences 


of it from evangelistic movements among 
the churches of many other lands. The 
global view, however, never crowds out of 
sight the interest in “individual work for 
individuals.” 

There is a fascinating chapter on Dwight 
L. Moody, “the greatest evangelist of the 
last century,” with whom Dr. Mott was 
early associated in student work. Perhaps 
the most arresting chapter is that which 
raises the question whether the watchword 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, “the 
evangelization of the world in this gen- 
eration,” is still valid. Dr. Mott con- 
vincingly shows that, rightly understood, 
the watchword is not only valid but an 
imperative for the church. 

Dr. Mott’s enthusiasm and vision are a 
tonic for his younger colleagues ! 

S. M. C. 


In the Minister’s Workshop 


By Hatrorp E. Luccock 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.00 


Professor Luccock takes the reader, as it 
were, into his own study and shares with 
him methods which he has himself found 
fruitful. His sparkling humor, his well- 
known flair for the apt phrase, and his 
masterful use of the clinching illustration 
appear on almost every page. 

Although discussing the techniques of 
preaching rather than the content of the 
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“Rorward-looking 
Approach” 


Presents a forward-looking, 
optimistic, and practical ap- 
proach to the church’s part in 
the solution of world problems. 
These addresses are eminently 
readable and should do much 
to clarify and unify the think- 
ing of church people on impor- 
tant issues now facing our 
country.—International Journal 
of Religious Education. 


“An 
Advance” 


The conference was described 
by religious leaders present as 
one of the most important 
church meetings on postwar 
problems held to date, in some 
respects an advance upon the 
interdenominational post war 
planning conference held at 
Delaware. 


—St. Louis Globe Democrat. 


“One of the Top Books” 


This is one of the top books of the season for those who are 


interested in understanding the problems of our world... . 


Many 


of us who heard these lectures first hand, now read them with 
renewed interest and enthusiasm.—World Call. 


“A Best Book” 


This is not a book just for the 
time . . . it will last in its 
values and helps for decades, 
a ready reference. It is the 
best book yet produced for the 
understanding and discussion 
of present and postwar prob- 
lems. 


—The Christian Evangelist. 


“An Excellent Guide” 


The analysis is crisp, clear and 
practical. The churches can: 
have informed mind on world 
problems; work for interchurch 
co6peration and unity; oppose 
postwar settlements based on 
hatred and revenge. An excel- 
lent guide for study in any 
church or group. 

—The Christian Century. 
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message, he constantly thinks of the man 
in the pulpit as a spokesman for God, not 
merely as an exponent of his own opinions. 
He urges preachers to address themselves to 
actual “life-situations,” but he never forgets. 
that the preacher has a fixed point of refer- 
ence in the Christian revelation. 

There is a great wealth of suggestive 
counsel about the literary form of the 
sermon, the finding of the materials for the 
sermon, its structure and outline, its de- 
livery, habits of study, the use of the Bible, 
the use of the voice, the treatment of social 
questions in the pulpit. In fact, there is 
hardly any important aspect of the art of 
preaching which is not helpfully explored. 


The Revolt Against God 


By Rurus WASHINGTON WEAVER 
Revell. $2.50 


Reviewing the course of Christian his- 
tory, the author first summarizes the chief 
developments and the significance of each 
under such chapter headings as “The Mind 
of Christ,’ “The Apostolic Mind,” “The 
Judaizing Mind,” “The Gentile 
“The Hellenistic Mind,” “The Roman 
Mind,” “The Protestant Mind,” “The Na- 
tionalistic Mind,” “The Emancipating 
Mind.” The latter part of the book, com- 
ing down to the present scene, is chiefly 
concerned with the scientific mind in its 
attitude toward religion and with the 
movements of aggressive nationalism and 
of communism in their bearing upon Chris- 
tianity. The point of view of the author 
is vigorously Protestant and Evangelical, 
with a special insistence upon complete 
religious liberty. 
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International Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps Rie sound in- 
spiring lesson expositions written by 
specialists for every age group. Un- 
denominational and uncontroversial 
they can be used with safety in any 
Sunday school. Write for free speci- 
mens of 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


American Sunday-School Union 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


| 1816 Chestnut St. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. 

Full Upholstered Seat and Form- 

Fitting Back. Rubber Feet. Send for 
Sample. 


Redington Co., Dept. 35, Scranton, Pa. 
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Books to Ponder 


Date With Destiny 


RALPH W. SOCKMAN, distinguished minister 
of Christ Church, New York City, has taken 
the phrases of the Preamble to the Constitution 


and related them to the principal tasks of the 
Christian today. “Rising above the confusion 
which surrounds most present-day discussions 
of peace, Dr. Sockman gives us a new perspec- 
tive of American destiny.”—Chicago Lutheran 
Semimary Review. $1.50 


In Quest of a Kingdom 


LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD, pastor of City 
Temple, London, gives a convincing study of 
the parables of Jesus that deal with “‘the king- 
dom of heaven is like . ” We are made to 
see their relevance to our modern times—and 
to our hearts, minds, and wills. “Rich in in- 
tellectual grasp. in spiritual conception and in 
personal application, it is a feast for the soul.” 


—Baptist Book Talk. $2 


We Believe! 


G. RAY JORDAN interprets the “creed that 
sings” for our day. Down the centuries Chris- 
tians have been repeating the Apostle’s Creed 
in their hours of worship. To understand better 
its message of faith, hope, and confidence is 
the aim of these sermons. ‘We Believe! repre- 
sents the kind of preaching many people outside 
as well as within the Christian churches now 
-want and need to hear.’’—Christian Century. $1 


Living Zestfully 


CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL, one of America’s out- 
standing preachers, presents sixteen of his ser- 
mons “on maintaining the spiritual glow.” 
Fundamental themes, freshly handled, with per- 
fectly fitted illustrations make these expositions 
panes of glass through which men see the gos- 
pel message. “Living Zestfully will serve as re- 
assurance that modern preaching is following 
‘and even surpassing the great tradition of 
American preaching.’’—Pulpit Book Club Bul- 
letin. $1.50 


At Your Bookstore 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
Nashville 2, Tena 


Books to Treasure 


Jesus the Christ 


CHARLES CULLEN, illustrator of books of 
poetry, spent hours over a period of years 
illustrating high points in the life of Jesus. 
Thirty-nine full-page pen-and-ink drawings in 
this book present the Christ with reverence and 
deep feeling. Combining realism and imagina- 
tive touches in the settings produces an engag- 
ing decorative effect. With the dramatic events 
in the life of our Lord always in sharp focus, 
the artist uses his lines to express the mood 
and feeling of each situation. Opposite each 
drawing is printed the relevant gospel story in 
the familiar King James text. 


The book has been designed in harmony with 
the distinctiveness of 
the illustrations. Type 
has been hand set, the 
paper is a cream white 
text, printing is by lith- 
ography, the binding is 
natural finish cloth, gold 
stamped. Altogether a 
handsome book that. 
will be cherished. 


$2.50 


My Father’s World 


MERTON S. RICE, late pastor of the Metro- 
politan Methodist Church of Detroit, produced 
as his valedictory a book of poetic and soul- 
stirring eloquence. It is a book of nature study, 
net for the scientist, but for the lover of God's 
world and its Creator. 
Beautifully illustrated. 
“You hear the ripple of 
the waters over the peb- 
bled beach, the swish of 
the waves on the sand- 
packed shore, the song 
of the birds; and sense 
the majesty and friendli- 
ness of noble trees, sun- 
shine. and shadow, storm 
and serenity— it is all a 
part of the divine order.” 
—Detroit News. $1.75 


At Your Bookstore 


Press of Thomas J. Griffiths Sons, Inc., Utica, N. Y. 


AN 
ASSURED 
and 
REGULAR 
INCOME 


is such a Blessing 


Thousands of persons are receiving 
their checks regularly at stated intervals 
because they are holders of Annuity 
Agreements of the American Bible So- 
ciety. This REGULAR INCOME 
brings comfort and freedom from 


worry about the future. 


The Annuity Agreement plan is sim- 
ple and has a_ two-fold advantage. 


First:—It provides a steady income for 


protection in old age. For over 100 years, 
Annuity Agreement checks have never 
failed in spite of uncertain and dis- 
turbing world conditions. Second:— 
You enjoy the permanent satisfaction of 
knowing that you are helping in the ever 
more significant work of making the 


Bible available throughout the world. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


The plan with its application 
to your needs is explained in 
“A Gift That Lives.” This 
booklet will be mailed to 
you at once if you will send 
your name and address. 
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American Bible Society, Bible House; New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet FC-83 
entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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